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^li Ju Extrmrdmry Cafe of a CoftfPe Ter/hn^ m 
# Letier from Mr B. Siicrman to Dr Bcefton of 

Ipfwich ^ with a Note qh the fme-l^ Mr -Wiiliam 
Cowper. -E • ^e Se 

r^W^'EiB perfon, -wliofe Name was T&amm PklMipio£ 
J. ■ E^h^rp^ near Keldm in Bjfex^ was as weii in eve* 
ff refpeS: a3 a- Child could poffibly be til! he was a year 
and £ cparter old- ^ at which time a %^ery Grange and al- 
niofc coodoiia! rumbling in his f oteftincs feizd him, the 
coofequencc was- a violent Lcofenefs, for which all the 
PoyEcians iicoi the. place could -find no Remedy : But at 
iaft, when they deipaired of toe Cbiids Life, the L-.)oCe- 
neis terminated-^ in. Inch an iinufaa! Obftruftioii, th:.!t he 
did not go to Stole for a fortnight or rhrec wcck^ rcge- 
ther, and from three weeks it proceeded giadL-ally to the 
intervals oi 17 or 18 weeks, and fo contiimed iiU be came 
to be about the age of fifteen, when hh Body refomed 
its natural temper, which lafted 4 or 5 years, bot then 
the Obitruciion returned, and contiaoed, or fscher 20- 
€reas\i till he dyed ; for it was cuftomary with hkxi in 
the laft years of his Life not to evacoate mif umiimr of 
Exercnient under the interval of ninetego or twenty weeks, 
and tbmctinics ( twice at leaft ) he had no difcharge for 
one or two and twenty weeks together. He lived to be 
near 25 years of Age, and walked about almoft to rbc .hoar 
of h^'s Death 5 for he was fuddenly (hizd with very tick 
Fits ( bot c^old not Vomit), two or three of wl-ich Fits 
carry 'd him off in a few hours. 3 md when he dye! k u^s 
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Hitie v/eeks after he had any Stole. He dyed about a year 
after I wrote to you firft concerning him, 1 ask'd liim 
fome Qaeftions, which I apprehended neceffary, as whe- 
ther he did Vomit often, or had at any time any Ex- 
crementous Taftes irl his Mouth, or. did Sweat fmuch, or 
made more Urine than in proportion to his drinking, or 
whether he found any eafe when he did either Vomit, 
Sweat or Urined ; all which queftions were anfwered in 
the Negative. When he did go to Stole he evacuated 
very many times in a day, and feveral days together, until 
he had emptyed himfelL But I muft tell you, that his 
Mother allures me, that throughout his v/hole Life he 
never difcharg'd any other than very thin Excrement. 

Before his time of Evacuation came about, he was of ant 
extraordinary bignefs many weeks before hh going to 
Stole, unlefs when he could break Wind, which he often 
endeavoured to do, by laying his Body on the edge of a 
Table or Stool, but could not often by fo doing produce 
the delired effeft. He declined the ufe of all Medicines for 
many years before he dy'd, contenting himfelt with go-^ 
ihg to Stofe once in three or four months, or nineteen or 
twenty weeks, as above mention'd. But that which a- 
mufes me as much as any thing is, that he generally had 
a petty good Stomach, and eat and drank as the red: of 
the Family did 5 nay, till the time that his Body came td 
be very full, he could do the wotk of a Man at Plow, 
or inch like Husbandly labour, for Agriculture was his 
employment, I was -very defirous to have open'd his 
Body, but could by no means convl.s^ce his Mother of the 
uiefulnefs and advantage of ibch a Difie&ion, which was 
no frnall regret to me. for I thought it great pity that: 
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on very hard, but the Mother was yet inflexible. This, 
Sir, is the troth of his cafe, and at foii may feem almoft 

incredible 5 but when I afliire you that I had tliis account 
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Irom the Perfons own Mouth in his Life time, conErnfd 
at the fame time by his Mother who is yet living, and 
lias very lately repeated the fame to me^l hope it may obtain 
credit with you 5 befides I can alfure you, fhac all the 
Neighbourhood will witnefs the truth of it; many Gen- 
ficmen, Clergymen and others having had the curiofiiy 
to fee and examine the Perfon, 

M^, Cowper's N^le ^# tBe firegm^g-Lefter^ 
FsmtimprptaMe^ifth Abdomen of (Ms Perjmhd&eem 
^emd^ ht fime of its CmteMs- wmld" fMve hem fi:md 
wot MMli^e tki?fk 'I have mem timed, im my Expiic^tUm 
0f '^th ^^tB^'TaBle'of-Prifits^'fMhi^fhed ^' Br ■ IMioov whre 
I'- Sa^'- notice of a joimg Gefftleu^omapr I diffi&ed ^ :m 
whom I ol>fermd fh Omentum fo ie£emd^ that dt fiv^ 
it. appeared doukfiill if that part had ever hem exiji erf tim 
thM/fhhje& z^ i'iil^-##-^^//^rx^^#i>^#/V# ^h iiith Remmns of 
it'fefembkd _^- -.Congeries of Jmail GlmdMtes, Jhfjfed with^_ a 
'Suet likp^_.fmifer*' The' whole Canal of thelntejimes, e'dem from 
#/5f 'Pylorus to the A 00s, was di Bended- with Excremer^ts^ a?fd 
the Sttrfkces of all the f mail Guts adhered fo firi&lf i^ e^ch 
Mher^ thai the^ could not be parted without' tearing- their ex^ 
term! Memhrane^.^ to mhich the Omentum contributed bj i/i* 
adhe^n : The whole " Cdmpages ■ of the Intejiins perj mwch 
TifemMingthiit-of'-the exterml firfice-offhe Brain rovered 
with the Pia-|mter.3 fotkat the Mefent€rf'in^ihat/kz^e& terdd 
not hfeen till this^ extermd'imloj%re. Wits divided, Bj this 
-diforder^ 'tis certain, tht Perifialticl^ motion ofthed-ifs m^B 
ncid's^he -veiy much k^epicd^ iff.^i <|-'/iie hi^^dered* The I- efiro- 
nmunialfo in that cafe mas mrywMch thfcken'd.affd' iadjcmrri! 
preternatMrrd white bodies fet at tmrio^is difi^mts o^-^ its !//• 
ternal furftce^^ the like appeared on -the ^tomacB, which t/e^'-? 
MMch refembled in -figHre- the Miliar}' Glamis 0?^ the hm p^rt 

of the A'fpera .Arieriar 
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